
Welcoming Committee

Snakes of the Plateau

Welcome to La Cresta.  As a new member of our community on the Santa Rosa Plateau we wish to
familiarize you and your family with our local snake population.  We have six (6) common snake
species on the Plateau.  Three (3) are beneficial snakes and three (3) are rattlesnakes.

Most people have an aversion to snakes and do not want to have them on their property.  It is
important to be able to identify a snake and the included pictures will help you with this.  The three
most common beneficial snakes are the CA King, Gopher and Hammond’s Two Stripped Garter
Snake.  These should not be destroyed as they help keep the rodent population down, eat gophers
and on occasion will kill a rattlesnake.  The easiest way to tell if a snake is poisonous is by the
coloring.  The gopher snake can be mistaken for a rattler because of the similar coloring.  All of our
non-poisonous snakes have a narrow head and neck line similar to a worm.  It is only the rattlesnake
that has the triangular head with large jaws. There is variation in color among species.

Snakes do not like to be around people and will try to leave the area. They are drawn to areas with a
rodent population. A rattlesnake will rattle as a warning and strike only when it feels threatened.
Some will strike without warning if confronted suddenly and feels trapped.  Always be aware of where
you are walking.  Never put your hand where you cannot see.  Check what is outside of your door
before opening it and stepping outside.

If you come across a beneficial snake that you do not want around, you can direct it into a trash can,
put a lid on and relocate it to where there are no houses.  Be sure to let it go away from the road so
there is less danger of being run over.

A rattlesnake can be dealt with in the same way but using a large trash can and brooms or shovels.  If
you are not comfortable with rattlesnakes or it is in the garage or other confined area it is best to call
for assistance. You must have the snake in sight for Animal Control to come out. Riverside County
Animal Control (888) 636-7387, 8-5, Mon.-Fri., after hours emergency (951) 715-3190. Animal
Control can also be called to pick up any dead animals that are hit on our roads.  They do want an
address or nearest cross street for dead animal pick-up.



Common Plateau Snakes

Gopher Snake Hammond’s Two Stripped Garter Snake

CA King Snake                                                 King Snake Attacking Rattlesnake

Southern Pacific Rattlesnake (most aggressive)         Red Diamondback (notice black & white tail)

Speckled
Rattlesnake


