
Erin Nash Fairfax 
18990 Vista De Montanas 
Murrieta, CA 92562 
 
September 15, 2020 
 
Dear Neighbors, 
 
In early July I received notification that the application I submitted for the Plateau 
Communities to be recognized as a Firewise Community was accepted. The 
application I submitted is valid through 2021 but does require an annual investment 
by the community. Every year each site is required to annually invest the equivalent 
of one volunteer hour per dwelling unit in wildfire risk reduction actions.  
 
In order to maintain in good standing I am asking the Plateau Communities 
POAs/CSD and individuals to please complete the attached hourly worksheet or 
simply send an email to srpneighbors@gmail.com regarding fire preparedness 
activities you have done in and around your home/community.  
 
I can update our fire prevention activities throughout the year so forms/email 
documentation can be sent annually/quarterly or at any point after you do work on 
your property/within the community. If you choose to submit annually I am 
requesting all forms/emails be sent to me no later than November 1st of each year as 
application renewals are due each year by November 20th. The November 1st date 
will allow me some time to compile and submit all the data.  
 
I also thought you should know that our Santa Rosa Plateau Firewise Program is the 
first to be recognized in Riverside County! There are over 1500 programs across the 
country with a few in San Diego, LA and Orange County but none in Riverside 
County, we are the first! I like the Firewise program because it is a voluntary 
program, provides educational materials, is neighborhood driven and does not 
require any filing or maintaining of a nonprofit status etc., just an application and 
renewal each year. In a time when many are losing their homeowners insurance and 
being forced into the CA fair plan I am glad to have Firewise as an option. Potential 
insurance discounts are a perk to this designation, in fact up to 5-15% a year!  
I have been encourage by the fact that several neighbors have already received a 
Firewise discount on their homeowners insurance! My hope is that these neighbors 
reinvest this money into their properties in the form of “sweat equity” to further 
harden their homes from wildfire.  
 
Please share the benefits of this program with our neighbors and others in Southern 
California. I would love for other communities to also have this opportunity!  
 
I have a Firewise Community street sign available for each community if you are 
interested in posting one within your neighborhood.  
 

mailto:srpneighbors@gmail.com


Please contact me and I can make arrangements to deliver.  
 
Our local site is: Santa Rosa Plateau Firewise or @SRPFirewise 
We have a Facebook page: Santa Rosa Plateau Firewise  
Weblinks: www.firewise.org 
 
https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/Firewise/Get-
started/FirewiseVolunteerHourlyWorksheet.ashx 
 
https://www.nfpa.org/-/media/Files/Firewise/Get-
started/FirewiseTimeExpenseInvestmentExamples.ashx?la=en&hash=ED863B9B2C
C7B79C95A90848B90D6A83 
 
 
Thank you for participating! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Erin Fairfax  
Santa Rosa Plateau Firewise 
951-852-0925 
srpneighbors@gmail.com 
  

What is the Firewise USA® Program? 

The Firewise USA® Program encourages local solutions for safety by involving 
homeowners in taking individual responsibility for preparing their homes from the 
risk of wildfire. The program provides resources to help homeowners learn how to 
adapt to living with wildfire and encourages neighbors to work together to take 
action now to prevent losses.  

Initiated in 2002 with 12 pilot neighborhoods, the national Firewise USA® 
Recognition Program has nearly 1,000 active member communities in 40 states, as 
well as a participation retention rate of 80 percent over the past decade. The 
program, aimed at homeowners, provides specific criteria for communities 
regarding wildfire preparedness, and based on these criteria, offers national 
recognition for their work. 

The Firewise USA program is co-sponsored by the NFPA, USDA Forest Service, 
the U.S. Department of the Interior, and the National Association of State Foresters.   
 
Why is a Firewise Program needed? 
 
Since 1970, more than 10,000 homes and 20,000 other structures and facilities have 
been lost to severe wildland fires. Once a fire starts, there is only so much fire 
service professionals can do to protect structures. The Firewise USA® Program 
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empowers individual homeowners to take an active role in protecting structures 
before a fire starts. 
 
What are the benefits of Firewise? 
 

 Get a framework for action: Meeting the criteria for becoming a Firewise 
USA® site helps communities get organized and find direction for their 
wildfire safety efforts. Like the first rungs on a ladder, the criteria help get a 
community started toward annual, systematic action to reduce their risks 
from brush, grass and forest fires. 

 Learn about wildfire: As people go through the process, they learn about 
wildfire risks in the community and the simple things they can do to reduce 
them. They connect with experts – local fire fighters, state forestry 
professionals, and national researchers – to continue to learn about fire and 
find resources to accomplish fire-safe actions. 

 Get a peace of mind: People who work with experts to learn about wildfire 
and take action start to see results quickly. Knowing that they are using the 
best information available and actually taking steps to reduce the risk of 
damage from fire helps people start to feel safer in their environment and in 
their homes. Having a plan for what to do in the event of a fire helps people 
become calmer and more prepared to act quickly. 

 Get publicity: The program provides communities with metal signs, a plaque 
and other materials that can be presented publicly to honor their status as a 
Firewise USA® recognition site. These recognition ceremonies are great 
ways to shine the spotlight on community efforts. News media find this to be 
a great story to cover, and the national program features community stories 
regularly on the website and in its publications. All this publicity results not 
only in satisfaction for the residents involved, but also provides one more 
way to reach large numbers of people with information about wildfire safety. 

 Access to funding and assistance: Preference is sometimes given to Firewise 
USA® sites over other candidates when allocations of grant money are made 
for wildfire safety or fuel mitigation. The reason is that there are invariably 
more requests than available funds when grants are available through state 
or federal agencies. If requests are equally worthy, some officials tend to 
have more confidence in communities that have demonstrated the foresight 
of becoming a recognized Firewise USA® site. 

 Insurance discount for USAA members in certain states: The Departments of 
Insurance in the states of California, Colorado, Texas, Arizona, Oregon, New 
Mexico and Utah have approved filings by USAA to give homeowners 
insurance discounts to USAA members living in communities recognized by 
the Firewise USA® program. 
 

What are the steps to becoming recognized as Firewise USA site?  
 
1. Form a Firewise board or committee (representing at least 8, and no more than 

2500 homes in your community). 
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2. Obtain a wildfire risk assessment as a written document. 
3. Create an action plan based on the assessment. 
4. Conduct an annual “Firewise Day” event. 
5. Invest a minimum of $2 per capita in local Firewise® actions for the year. 
6. Submit an application to your state Firewise liaison. 
 
The program also has annual renewal requirements – in order to remain a 
Firewise® USA site, a neighborhood must complete a certain number of hours and 
meet criteria to be recertified. 
 
For more information visit: firewise.org 
 









 


